
 

AS / A2 Accounts 

WHY TAKE ACCOUNTING? 
There is continuing demand from employers of all sizes for staff who have 
accounting knowledge. Not just as Accountants but as Managers. 

Accounting is not just about number crunching - it is about making effective 
decisions on the basis of the information available. Taking decisions is the most 
valuable business skill and the reason why so many Accountants are at the top. 

If you are interested in a career in Management and Accounting then Accounts 
provides you with the key principles in financial decision making. These are the 
things that underpin every business decision and how such decisions affect the 
profit of the business. 

WHAT ARE THE KEY AREAS OF STUDY? 
The course covers the basic principles of accounting and bookkeeping. You will be 
able to produce accounts that show the profit made by business organisations 
and interpret the accounts. You will also learn to use management accounting 
techniques to make decisions. 

WHAT SKILLS WILL I NEED AND DEVELOP? 
You do not need any previous knowledge of business or accounting. All types of 
people do well in accounts. Many maths, business and science students find 
accounting highly enjoyable. You will develop expertise in key areas of finance 
and develop the skills to make key decisions in business and advise others. 

ARE THERE ANY SPECIAL QUALIFICATIONS I NEED? 
You must enjoy solving problems and learning new skills. You do not need to be 
fantastic at Maths but you do need a grade C or above. 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
Two exams in each year, one in January and one in May / June. There is no 
coursework on this course. 

PRIESTLEY EXTRA 
Accounting students can attend various trips. You also have talks by professional 
accounting bodies like CIMA where you meet accountants and find out about 
different accounting careers. Accountancy students will also take part in the 
Pricewaterhouse Accounting Challenge in Manchester. 

 


